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Kincorth & Leggart Community Council Meeting

Wednesday 9th October 2024

Room No 7, Kincorth Community Centre




Attendees: Hazel Massie, Scott Sutherland, Joyce Leslie, Patricia Watt, Richard Watt, Ivan Irvine, Kirsty-Lee Murray, Amanda Foster, Dorothy Burke, Lisa Falconer, Shelagh Morrison, Chris Sumner, Alison Guyan, Cllr Richard Brooks

Apologies: Amelie Prevost, William Wilson, Donna Cuthill, Cllr Miranda Radley, Cllr Alex Nicol, Cllr Lynn Thomson,

Chairperson’s Report
As this was the first official meeting of the new Committee Cllr Richard Brooks chaired the meeting until we selected Office Bearers.

Richard welcomed everyone to the meeting and requested approval of the previous minutes which was approved by Patricia Watt and seconded by Richard Watt.

Cllr Brooks then asked if there were any individuals present at the meeting who wished to continue as Associate Members.  Shelagh Morrison, Chris Sumner and Lisa Falconer wish to continue as Associate Members.

Cllr Brooks then asked if any members were interested in taking up the Office Bearers vacancies.  After discussion with members, the following Office Bearers were appointed: -

Chairperson:		Lisa Falconer
Vice Chairperson:	Patricia Watt
Secretary:		Hazel Massie
Treasurer:		Astrid Smolcic
Planning Officer:	Ivan Irvine (we have been unable to fill this position previously, so thanks to Ivan for taking up this role, training will be provided)

The committee thanked Joyce Leslie very much for all her hard work and support over the years as Treasurer.  Joyce felt she was unable to take on this role going forward but wished to continue as an active committee member.  Joyce will support Astrid in her new role as Treasurer.

The meeting then continued with the agenda under the guidance of the New Chairperson.
Police Report (Police Monthly Report attached to end of the Minutes)
The police report received was read out to the Committee.  An invitation to the Police has been extended for them to attend one of our monthly meetings.  Hopefully they will notify us when they are attending, and we can invite the Manager of the Spar in Kincorth to join the meeting.  ACTION: Secretary to follow-up.

[bookmark: _Hlk166157653]Councillor’s Report (Cllr Richard Brooks)
Cllr Brooks read out the following email received from Stephen Shaw, Environmental Officer in response to the many residents’ questions on leaf clearing.

Our full street cleaning service is focussed on leaf clearing now and will be for the next 12 to 16 weeks. This includes bringing in additional large mechanical brushes to help sweep up the leaves, plus extra skips for disposal and to reduce traveling time for emptying loads.

We do not follow our usual sweeping routes and programmes at this time of year but concentrate on leaf fall hots spots and areas prone to flooding. Some areas / streets will receive multiple visits from the team over the next few weeks.

All leaves uplifted are disposed of as green waste.

For information: here are two links to report issues: -
· Overhanging vegetation | Aberdeen City Council
· Report a problem with a road, pavement or road sign - Aberdeen City Council

Cllr Brooks discussed the recent fire at the Gramps and said that the Wardens had been informed.  Cllr Brooks reported that previous speeding issues on Leggart Terrace have now calmed down.

Members asked Cllr Brooks to look into the following:-
Safety Concern issues:-
· Dead/diseased trees.  Branches falling onto pavement and potentially on children walking to school/general public. (Provost Watt Drive, up on left side)
· 56 Laws Road has a hedge that blocks the view of the corner/road junction and there has been at least one near miss with people approaching the corner where cars cannot see the pedestrians
· It has been 2 years since Faulds Gate was added to the Road Survey List, with respect to gaining a safe crossing/light for children crossing the road outside Abbotswell School.  The road zigzags outside the school are worn and not visible in places.  This is a hotspot for cars travelling quickly outside the school.
· There are two very tall trees on Provost Watt Drive, between Faulds Wynd and Faulds Gate.  One tree is dead and both trees have shed branches during adverse weather.  The concern is that these trees may in the future be blown down damaging property. As these trees were planted by ACC can they investigate these safety concerns.
General Concern issues:-
· We asked for some guidance on what a private tenant can do if a bordering council hedge is overgrown.  In the past, the council would cut back the council side of the hedge but would not come into a private garden to cut the other side.  Does the resident: (a) cut their side of the council hedge, or (b) give permission to the council worker to cut the private side of the hedge?
· Across Kincorth much signage is obscured by overgrown trees/bushes including some road signage.
· Footpath between Faulds Gate and Deevale Crescent is so obstructed by overgrown hedges that it becomes difficult to utilise.

Treasurer Report
Only expenditure this month was the purchase of a wreath for Remembrance Sunday on 10th November this year.  The Service will be attended by Richard Watt and Kirsty-Lee Murray on behalf of the KLCC.  The Committee agreed to reimburse individuals if taxis were required to attend the event.  Receipts to be provided to the Treasurer.

Community Council Forum (1st Monday of each Month)
There was no Forum in October.

Deevale & Gardner Greenspace Projects
The Deevale Greenspace Project is going well and the building of a shed in the area is now complete for storage of grower’s tools etc.  Growers are now looking to residents in the area to progress with any ideas and possibly some bench seating.

Gardner Greenspace Project (community space near Gardner Crescent/Road)
On completion of the Gardner survey, residents highlighted the problem of black mould in their properties.

Residents have reported broken gutters, missing roof tiles, holes in the roof, broken windows, peeling paint in the landings, drafty veranda doors and black mould.  Much of which is still waiting to be repaired or has not been repaired properly.

The buildings are not wind or watertight increasing the need for more maintenance and repairs.

We encourage residents to keep reporting these repairs and make complaints if necessary.

We would also like to make residents aware that every Thursday a Housing Officer is in the Community Centre from 10am – 2pm should you wish to talk to someone face-to-face.

Christmas Event and Christmas Lights on Provost Watt Drive
The Committee agreed that it would be nice to celebrate the switch-on of the Christmas Lights on Provost Watt Drive with some kind of outdoor event and make local residents aware of the fact that KLCC own, provide and pay for these lights.

The Christmas Lights on Provost Watt Drive will be switched on, Monday 2nd December and this will be celebrated with an outdoor event providing hot beverages and snacks for those who wish to attend.  We propose to raffle some Christmas Hampers.  Event co-ordination is ongoing, and a WhatsApp group will be set up for those members who wish to be involved in organising the event.  ACTION: Chairman/Secretary

Kincorth Hill Reserve (Ivan/Donna)
An express of interest for funding has been made to NESCAN for clearing of gorse etc and KLCC have agreed to join NESCAN as a member.  ACTION: Ivan/Donna

What is NESCAN: 
The North East Scotland Climate Action Network (NESCAN)is a regional network of people and community-led organisation’s that are or want to act to reduce and adapt to climate change in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire.  Link: https://www.nescan.org 

AOB
Iain Robertson from the South Locality Planning Team will attend out next monthly meeting on 13th November to explain how Kincorth is a priority area and to help us to apply for any funding.  Committee agreed to invite a member of the Community Centre to join this discussion as it affects us all. ACTION: Secretary

ACC Budget Consultation
Phase 2 of the Budget Consultation officially launches on Monday 21st October and to encourage community participation ACC are organizing engagement sessions which will present the new budget saving options.  ACTION: Secretary to forward any emails received on this subject.

Data Sharing Consent Forms
All new Committee Members were encouraged to complete the forms at the meeting or if they wished complete online and submit.  ACTION: Secretary to forward any completed consent forms to CCLO (Karen Finch)

KLCC Constitution
A generic Constitution document was emailed to members prior to this meeting for comment and discussion at the meeting.  Members approved the Constitution, and the Chairman and Secretary signed the document to be forwarded to CCLO.  ACTION: Secretary

KLCC Meeting dates for 2024/2025 to be forwarded to CCLO (Karen Finch) and KCCH (Kincorth Community Centre Hub).  ACTION: Secretary

Committee Members noted that work has commenced on the building of Council Houses on the Craighill Site.

Members talked about the role of the CC within the Community.  The proposal is to have some kind of Survey in the New Year to ask the Community what they want us to do for them.  ACTION: Secretary to formalize with members in the New Year

Taxi Expenditure
The Committee agreed that taxis can be used if members are attending events on behalf of the KLCC.  Receipts must be provided for this expenditure.

[bookmark: _Hlk171871762]Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 13th November, Kincorth Community Centre, Room 7, starting at 18:30 hrs. This will be our last meeting of the year.

Date of future Meetings - all within the Community Centre, Room 7, starting at 18:30 hrs.
No December Meeting.

New Year 1st meeting 15th January 2025

OFFICIAL 
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Community Council Report 
This report covers progress we have made in dealing with your priorities for the Kincorth and Leggart Community Council.
The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, and to provide crime prevention advice and guidance to Community Council members and residents you represent. Our focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help create safer communities and respond effectively to local concerns.
Community Policing Priorities 
Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder: 
On the 8th of September Police received reports of youths trying to smash windows in a private residence. Police units attended and the youths had made off. Police returned a short time later and managed to trace the youths, who were taken home and spoken to in front of their parents. Their details were also passed to Police Scotland Youth Intervention Officer.
Acquisitive Crime: 
On the 17th of September, a retail store on Provost Watt Drive reported a theft of £12 worth of good, the incident was captured on CCTV and the female was known to staff.  The female was traced a short distance away, and despite not having the items on her was charged and reported to the Procurator Fiscal 
On the 22nd of September, the same retail store reported a further shoplifting, where a male entered and stole and picked up 2 packs of lager, before only paying for 1 and leaving the store. As the male paid for it by credit card, enquiries are ongoing to establish his details via the bank, and he will be charged when this work is done.
On the 1st of October, a local petrol station had the locks broken off a car wash machine and a 3-figure sum of money was taken. The CCTV is of poor quality as it occurred during the night, however enquiries are ongoing.
Road Safety & Road Crime: 
On the 13th of September, Roads Policing attended a 2-vehicle collision at the Altens Roundabout, on arrival the circumstances were not as serious as initially reported, however the driver of one of the vehicles was issued with a fixed penalty ticket for  careless driving.
On the evening of 18th September, Police received reports of 2 young females running onto the main road beside the petrol station on the Stonehaven Road, due to the dangers several Police Units attended and made an extensive search, however no youths were traced.
On the 19th of September reports were received of youths on a quad bike at Nigg way, Police Scotland have a no pursuit Policy unless it is done by Road Policing Units trained to Advanced driving standards, Officer went into the area to identify the bike or youths, but it made off on their arrival.
Community Engagement & Reassurance
Police Scotland continue to develop any intelligence regarding Drug dealing in the area, when this develops into sufficient grounds to crave a warrant from the Sheriff, they will work with Operational Support Unit or other specialist resources to carry out the warrant as quickly as possible.
Roads Policing Units regularly patrol in marked and unmarked, on the 20th of  September, their attention was drawn to a car due to the manner in which it was being driven on Faulds Gate, the driver was stopped and charged with careless driving, and found to have an active ASB warning, as such the vehicle was uplifted and the owner will have to pay a recovery fee to get the vehicle returned.
Follow us on Twitter @NorthEPolice #WestEndCPT
To make it simpler for members of the public to contact their local policing team there is now 1 single point of contact.
AberdeenSouthCPT@scotland.police.uk 
The primary purpose of these e-mail addresses is for residents to report non-criminal queries, such as passing attentions, information, advice and non-criminal quality of life issues, such as youth annoyance. These e-mail addresses are not for reporting crimes or offences.
Should you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to discuss these with the Officer attending your Community Council Meeting or by emailing the above e-mail addresses or our Service Centre. It is not necessary to wait until the meeting and your local CPT Inspector, PI Searle welcomes your contact.
Contact Us 
➢ Always dial 999 in an emergency 
➢ By phone – 101 for non-emergencies (+44 (0) 141 308 1070 if calling from out with the UK. Network charges may apply).
➢ Our service advisors spend a lot of time each day answering calls on matters  that are not actually the responsibility of the police. Please read the Read this  before you call 101 page first to ensure Police Scotland can assist with your  non-emergency issue. 
➢ Online – for issues of a non-serious nature using our Contact Us form ➢ In person – Find your local Police Stations and check the Public Counter  opening hours 
➢ Text Relay - 18001101 for deaf, deafened, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers 
➢ Support for British Sign Language users/speakers 
➢ 0800 555 111 - Crimestoppers.
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